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I. 


An Eſſay upon the Origin of Water, and the 
Cauſe of Ice. 


ATER is ranked by all Philoſophers among 

\ V the natural Fluids: and with very great Rea- 
ſon, becauſe it generally appears to us in that 

State. But in ſtrictneſs I think improperly, if we look 
back to the primary and original Conſtitution of it; 
which I would ſuppoſe to be Ice: and this is Water 
ſtill; for as Gold is Gold whether in Conſiſtence or in 
Fluidity, ſo Ice is Water congealed, and Water is 
melted Ice. It is certain that without a proper Quantity 
of Heat to keep Water in a ſtate of Fluidity, it will na- 
turally form itſelf into Ice: for we ſee that in temperate 
Climates, when through the exceſſive Cold of the Air 
the Thermometer drops down to what Philoſophers call 


the freezing Point, it will undoubtedly freeze; and in 


the Northern Parts, and upon the Tops of high Moun— 
tains, where there is not a ſufficient degree of Heat to 
diſſolve it, Water remains for ever in it's natural Condi- 
tion of Ice. | 

I would therefore beg Leave to conjecture that, at 
the Beginning, in the Chaotick Confulion of the Earth, 
the Waters were ſhut up in a ſolid Froſt: for there 
could not be the leaſt Glimmering of Heat to ſoften 
them, becauſe Darkneſs was upon the Face of the Deep. 
And the firſt Preparative we read of was, that the Spirit 
of God, that 1s, a violent Wind moved upon the Face 
of the Waters: probably to bring all, or the greater 
part of them, into ſuch a State of Diſſolution, as might 
make them fit for the ſeveral Uſes, to which He in- 
tended to apply them in the ſubſequent Works of the 
Creation. 
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And to corroborate this Opinion it may be obſerved, 
that the Pſalmiſt expreſſes himſelf in the ſame Language 
with Relation to the common Froſts, when he ſays that 
God ſendeth out his Word, and melteth them: He 
bloweth with his Vind, and the Waters flow. The He- 
brew Original and the Greek Tranſlation make uſe of 
the ſame Word in both Places, which we tranſlate the 
Spirit in Geneſis, and Wind in the Pſalms. One may 
therefore be tempted to conclude from the Similarity of 
Expreſſion in both Caſes, that the ſame kind of Opera- 
tion was intended by the blowing or moving of the Spi- 
rit or Wind upon the Face of the Waters: and that 
they were melted in the firſt Day's Creation, to render 
them capable of being divided in the Second. 

So that upon this Suppoſition I take Water to be no 
more a Fluid, than Gold, Silver, and other Metals. All 
theſe are occaſionally ſometimes ſolid Bodies, and ſome- 
times fluid: and ſo is Water. What Difference in point 
of Fluidity 1s there between the burning Torrents that 
run down Mount Veſuvius after an Eruption, and the 
Waters that gently roll along the Banks of the Tyber ? 
And again, what Difference 1n point of Solidity is there 
berween them, when the ſame Metals are congealed 
and at Reſt; and the Water, when conlolidated and fixed 
by a ſevere Froſt? The only Difference ſeems to be in 
the different Degrees of Cold or Heat, that are necef- 
ſary to harden or to melt them. It requires an intenſe 
Degree of Heat to thaw the Metals and ſet them 
running; and a ſmall Degree of Cold freezes them 
again: whereas, on the other hand, it requires an intenſe 
Degree of Cold to reduce Water into Ice; and a ſmall 
Degree of Heat will diſſolve it. | 

If this Hypotheſis can be allowed, which ſuppoſes that 
Water is only brought back into it's primitive Form by 
Froſt, as melted Metals are by cooling; it will give us 
a clear and eaſy Idea of the Cauſe of Ice: and we need 
not puzzle ourſelves, as many Philoſophers have done; 
in further and fruitleſs Reſcarches after it. 


How 
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How wonderfully kind to us is Providence in Both 
theſe Inſtances! In the One; that Metals, being diſ- 
ſoluble by the Art and Induſtry of Man, may be exactly 
wrought into any Form; and then will immediately 
harden into ſuch a ſtrong Conliſtence, that Inſtruments 
made of them are Proof againſt the tougheſt Materials: 
And in the Other; by preſerving the Water moſt com- 
monly in ſuch a fluid State, that it may run among the 
Hills for the Service of Man and Beaſt; for the conti- 
nual Support and Refreſhment of every Animal and Ve- 
getable : and again locking up ſome Parts of it in ſome 
Places and at ſome Seaſons in it's primitive Form of 
Ice, or wrapping it in fleeces of Snow, for many wiſe 
and good Purpoſes, with which the Huſbandman, as 
well as the Philoſopher, is acquainted. 


II, 


Some Remarks by way of Comment upon the 
foregoing Eſſay. 


T may be laid down as an inconteſtable Truth (be- 
cauſe the Denial of it would be a Contradiction in 
Terms) that Omnipotence might have finiſhed the 
World, and ſettled the preſent Order of it, in a Moment 
of Time. But God hath been pleaſed to repreſent the 
Creation to us as the progreſſive Work of Six Days; 
and to deſcribe the gradual Proceedings of it in ſuch a 
Manner, as a ſkilful Artificer purſues in the Execution 
of his Work. In the firſt Place proper Materials are 
provided: and then by ſeveral ſucceſſive Operations 
they are wrought into their intended Perfection. 

Thus in the Beginning God created the Heaven and 
the Earth: and in theſe a ſuitable ſtock of Matter was 
prepared for his Uſes in the ſubſequent Works. But the 
Earth was without Form and void: and therefore re- 
quired a great deal to be done to it, before it could be 
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caſt into an orderly ſhape, and made fit to be furniſhed 
with Vegetables and Animals. The Earth was encloſed 
in the Waters, and Darkneſs was upon the Face of the 
Deep: ſo that in the Firſt Day the preparative Buſineſs 
was, that the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the 
Waters; and then God created the Light, and divided 
it from the Darkneſs. From ſome Effects that were pro- 
duced by this Moving upon the Waters, and the In- 
fluence of the Light upon them, they were qualified 
for the Work of the Second Day: when God made the 
Firmament, and divided the Waters which were under 
the Firmament from the Waters which were above the 
Firmament. The aerial Waters being thus drawn up 
from the terreſtrial, thoſe that remained were in a pro- 
per Condition to be gathered together into one Place, 
and ſeparated from the dry Land: which being raiſed, 
and appearing above the Waters, had then the Name 
of Earth (which was general before, including Land 
and Waters) Ne appropriated to it; and the 
Gathering together of the Waters called He Seas. After 
this the Earth was ſtored with Vegetables and Animals 
in a wiſe and regular Succeſſion: but as this does not 
relate to the Subject we are now upon, I have no Occa- 
ſion to enlarge upon it at preſent; and ſhall therefore 
defer it for future Conſideration, and confine m 
Thoughts to the Buſineſs of the three Firſt Days. 

This we ſhall find to have been chiefly taken up in the 
Diſpoſition of the Waters; for in the Firſt Day the Spirit 
of God moved upon them, and in the Second they 
were divided by the Firmament; and in the Third 
were ſeparated from the dry Land. We can form very 
clear Ideas of what was done in theſe two laſt Days: but 
are left pretty much in the dark with regard to the 
Firſt. As God does Nothing in vain, it is certain that the 
Moving upon the Waters muſt have been deſigned as 
neceſſary Means to facilitate the future Works in ſome 
way or other. But how, and to what Purpoſe, we can 
only gueſs: and if we do not advance any Thing that 
derogates from the Honour and Power of God, or is 

CON- 
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contradictory to what He hath revealed to us, our Con- 
jectures are innocent and allowable. In order therefore 
to give ſome rational Account of this, I have ſuppoſed 
that the Waters were originally Ice, and that the chief 
Buſineſs of the Firſt Day was to melt them ; as an Artiſt 
does his Metals, before they can be caſt into their in- 
tended Form. 


In my Opinion it ſeems moſt reaſonable to conclude, 
that the Waters would be in a frozen State under the 


ſevere Cold of a total Darkneſs : and in this Condition 
they muſt be unpliable and unfit for their proper Uſes. 
So that this Hypotheſis will in ſome meaſure explain to 
us the Work of the Firſt Day: that the Spirit of God 
moved upon the Face of them, or as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſes it upon a like Occaſion, He blowed with his Wind, 
that the Waters might flow. He then created the Light, 
probably to preſerve them in Fluidity, that they might 
be divided and ſeparated in the two next Days: for 
Light, being the Production of Fire, would bring with 
it ſufficient Heat to prevent their being hardened again 
into Ice. 

The generality of Commentators, efpecially the an- 
tient Zews, underſtood by the Spirit of God a violent 
Wind; but ſome of great Note among the more Mo- 
derns take 1t to be the real, or Holy Spirit of God : 
however, even this Conſtruction doth not at all weaken 
the Foundation of my Hypotheſis. Some of theſe 
thought that by the Impreſſion of the Spirit the Waters 
were rendered prolifick and nouriſhing : but I ſhould ra- 
ther imagine that this Quality aroſe afterwards, when 
they came to be impregnated by the Virtues of the Sa- 
line and Mineral Particles in the Earth, and the Efflu- 
via carried up from thence into the aerial Vapours, 
which were returned again in refreſhing Showers, and 
invigorated with the kindly Influences of the Sun. Others 
of them interpreted it, that the Spirit brooded upon the 
Waters: and this might very well be, upon my Suppoſi- 
tion, in order to break the Shell (as it were) and to 
hatch them, that they might become capable of Motion 


and 
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and further Uſe. But whatever was done; whether 
they were melted, or impregnated, or brooded upon, 
either by the Spirit of God, or a violent Wind, we muſt 
all agree to deduce the ſeveral Effects from the ſame 
Firſt Cauſe, and attribute them finally to the Almighty 
Power of God. 

I ſhall conclude with repeating that this Hypotheſis 
ſeems not only to lead us to the true Cauſe of Ice, as it 
15 a natural Return of the Waters to their primitive 
Form, for want of a ſufficient Degree of Heat to keep 
them diſſolved ; but likewiſe to throw ſome Light upon 
the regular Proceſs of the Creation in firſt melting, and 
then dividing, and ſeparating them. 

They retain in their Fluidity the original Name of 
Waters, becauſe they are moſt commonly in that State; 
and when congealed, which they ſometimes are in tem- 
perate Climates, they are called Ice: as the general 
Title of Earth, which at firſt included both Land and 
Water, was appropriated by God Himſelf to the dry 
Land (this being beſt known, and moſt uſeful to the 
Bulk of Mankind) in contradiſtinction to the great col- 
lective Body of Waters, which He called Seas. 


III. 


Sone Thoughts upon the Creation. 


O ME Philoſophers and Theoriſts in their Diſqui- 
ſitions upon the Creation have paid too little Re- 
gard to the Divine Power, and aſcribed the Production 
of every Thing to Natural Cauſes. Whereas Others on 
the contrary, from a devout Reverence for the great 
God, entirely exclude theſe, and attribute the whole 
Proceſs to the immediate Fiat of the Almighty. But 
between theſe two Extremes I think a proper Me- 
dium may be obſerved : and we may diſtinguiſh how 
far Omnipotence proceeded; and when the e 
| auſes 
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Cauſes began to operate in the Order that Providence 
appointed. 

When God has once eſtabliſhed what we call the Laws 
of Nature, He ſuffers them to go on in a regular Man- 
ner; and never interpoſes his extraordinary Power, un- 
leſs ſome extraordinary Occaſion requires it. But as an 
Engine cannot work, till all the Parts of it are finiſhed 
upon juſt Principles, and the whole Machine compleat- 
ed and put into Motion: ſo the Laws of Nature cannot 
take Place, till the Author of Nature hath prepared 
ſuitable Matter for a Subject; and diſpoſed it with ſuch 
Qualities as may render it fit for Obedience; and then 
ſettled the Law by which it ſhall be enabled and obliged 
to act; and this Law, when once fixed, ſhall never be 
broken ; and cannot be altered or repealed by any, but 
the ſupreme Power of the Legiſlator. 

In purſuance therefore of my former Hypotheſis, I 
ſhall endeavour to trace out the Steps, which God was 
pleaſed to take in the Formation of this World ; and 
which are deſcribed to us in the firſt Chapter of Genefs : 
and from Reaſons grounded upon that Scripture ſhall 
conſider, when the immediate Exertion of Divine Power 
was neceſſary to begin the Work; and when the Se- 
cond Cauſes were put into Action mediately to perform 
the Reſt. 

As the Deſign of this ſhort Eſſay is to render the Mo- 
ſaick Account eaſy and intelligible to moderate Capaci- 
ties, and to clear up the Obſcurities and ſeeming Im- 
poſſibilities with which ſome Perſons have charged it; 
I ſhall avoid as much as poſſible making Uſe of any 
abſtruſe Terms, or entering into nice Philoſophical Diſ- 
quiſitions: though I hope to handle this Subject in a 
manner not altogether unphiloſophical. 

I am clearly of Opinion with Mr. Vhiſton that Moſes 
did not intend to give us an Account of the Creation of 
the Univerſe : neither hath he dropped the leaſt Intima- 
tion that other Worlds are not of an earlier Date than 
this which we inhabit. Philoſophers for many good Rea- 
{ons conclude that every fixed Star is a Sun, and attend- 


ed 
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ed with a proper Suite of Planets. Is it not therefore 
an Inſtance of preſumptuous Folly to imagine, that in 
Compliment to Mankind all theſe Syſtems were formed 
at the ſame time with ours? It will ſurely be more 
agreeable to our Notions of the all- perfect Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs /of God to believe that He hath in former 
Ages, and at ſundry Times, created the ſeveral Syſtems 
of the Univerſe ; that He hath been furniſhing the vaſt 
Abyſs of Space with variety of Worlds, at different Pe- 
riods and in different Circumſtances, as He ſaw moſt 
expedient for his own Greatneſs and Glory, and the 
Happineſs of his Creatures. So that as the learned and 
eminent Layman in his Thoughts upon my former Pa- 
raphraſe obſerves, Though Nothing new hath been 
actually created under the Sun ſince the firſt Sabbath, 
e yet it is not improbable, but God in his infinite Good- 
e neſs may to all Eternity be exerting his infinite Omni- 
% potence in creating Beings capable of and enjoying 
*« Happineſs ſuitable to their peculiar Natures ; capable 
* of paying Thanks and Adoration to Him for his 
© Goodneſs to them: and perhaps in Regions of Space 
too remote for a created Cherub to fly to.” To this 
ſenſible Remark I ſhall take the Liberty to add, that 
poſſibly thoſe new Stars, which have been formerly diſ- 
covered by Aſtronomers, may be Suns, ordained to go- 
vern and enlighten ſome newly created Syſtems. 

Let us not therefore flatter ourſelves with the vain 
Imagination that all theſe glorious Luminaries were ori- 
ginally made for the Uſe and Pleaſure of Man: let us 
rather check our Pride, and acknowledge ourſelves to 
be ſome of the younger Sons of the Creation. And 
under this Circumſtance we have abundant Cauſe to re- 
Joice and be thankful to the great God for not pro- 
ducing us out of Nothing, till He had raiſed ſuch a 
beautiful Canopy over our Heads, and ſtudded it with 
fuch a multitude of ſhining Orbs, as may wonderfully 
cheer and delight us at Night in the abſence of the Sun 


and Moon : and which by the induſtrious 9 
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of the Learned have been applied to various Uſes for 
the Service and Benefit of Mankind. 

But let us confine our Thoughts to our own World, 
and there we ſhall find ſufficient Matter for our Specu- 
lation, Wonder, and Gratitude, I cannot agree with 
Mr. I hiſton that this Earth with it's Atmoſphere was the 
only Subject of Creation at that Time: and that it was 
then formed from a Comet, ſtopped in it's Paſſage by 
Divine Power, and turned into a fit Habitation for Man 
and other Animals. As Sir 1ſaac Newton hath proved 
that the heavenly Bodies attract and gravitate to one an- 
other; what Effect the Introduction of a new Orb into 
the middle of an old Syſtem might have upon the other 
Planets, eſpecially it's near Neighbour the Moon; and 
what Alteration would be required in the Laws of Na- 
ture from what they were before, to regulate their pre- 
ſent Motion, I ſhall leave to the Philoſophers to deter- 
mine. I ſhall only obſerve that it is moſt ſatisfactory to 
my Mind to think, that whenever God 1s pleaſed to 
make a new World, that is, a Syſtem conſiſting of a 
Sun and his Planets, He will take Care to finiſh it at 
once in a complete and perfect Manner, according to the 
Plan that his infinite Wiſdom hath preſcribed. When a 
magnificent Palace is to be erected, the Architect con- 
ſiders the Strength, the Beauty, and the Conveniencies, 
both within, and without, and around it. But if ſome 
time after it is finiſhed and furniſhed, another Building 
is added, or great Alterations made in the former; theſe 
After- thoughts are an Argument of Imperfection in the 
firſt Deſign, or of Inability in the Undertaker to carry 
it at once into Execution. But none of theſe Weak- 
neſſes can be charged upon the Almighty : for his Eyes 
did ſee every Subſtance, yet being imperfect; and in 
his Book were all the Members of the World, as well 
as of Man, written ; which Day by Day were faſhioned, 
when as yet there was none of them: and his Power 
was able to produce them into Being, whenever He ſaw 
fit according to his Will, So that we may truly ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt; Great and marvellous are thy Works, 

B O Lord: 


| 
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O Lord: in Wiſdom haſt Thou made them all. I muſt 
therefore conclude that this whole Solar Syſtem was the 
Buſineſs of one Creation: and though Moſes chiefly 
treats of the Farth, which is moſt familiar to us; and 
only occaſionally mentions ſome other Bodies, which 
nearly concern us; yet I muſt beg leave to ſuppoſe for 
the Reaſons abovementioned, that the other Works 
were carrying on at the ſame Time; and that the Sun 
and the Planets were likewiſe then preparing to be per- 
fected by ſuch Methods and Degrees, as their ſeveral 
Natures and Conſtitutions required. 

From theſe Premiſes I ſhall attempt to explain fo 
much of the firſt Chapter of Gengſis, as more directly 
relates to the Creation: and I deſire the Reader to re- 


collect my Poſtulata; and after he has well weighed 


and conſidered them, let him judge if they have not 
ſomewhat more Force, than bare Conjectures, to pre- 
vail with him to allow them. Thefe Poſtulata, which I 
think not unreaſonable, are, Firſt, that the Waters were 
originally in a frozen State; Secondly, that Moſes 1s not 
treating of the Univerſe; and Thirdly, that our whole 
Solar Syſtem was created at the ſame Time. But whe- 
ther they are ſtrong or weak, I ſhall take Care to ma- 
nage them ſo as to caſt no Diſhonour upon God, his 
Word, or his Works. 


The Paraphraſe. 


In the Beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth. 


By the Earth every one will eaſily underſtand our 
habitable Globe, upon which we live and move : but 
Heaven is a vague Term, and taken in various Signifi- 


cations. Every Thing above us is called Heaven: 


Sometimes it means no more than the circumambient 
Air, in which the Fowls of Heaven fly; ſometimes it 
reaches to a further Part of our Atmoſphere, where the 
Clouds of Heaven are lodged ; ſometimes it includes our 


whole Syſtem, where the Sun and the Planets are 
| placed 
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placed; ſometimes it extends to the Firmament of the 
fixed Stars; and ſometimes it is uſed for the higheſt 
Heaven, the third Heaven, or the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, where the Lord hath prepared his Seat, and is 
attended by his holy Angels and bleſſed Spirits waiting 
around his Throne. If the Word in this Place is to be 
taken in the largeſt Senſes of it, we may underſtand 
Moſes as if he had ſaid; Though the Earth is the prin- 
cipal Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe, yet I ſhall inform 
you by the way that every Thing elſe had originally it's 
Beginning from God: the glorious Firmament of the 
glittering Stars, the Heaven of Heavens beyond that, 
and all Things viſible and inviſible were in ſome former 
Ages the Work of his Hands; for He ſpałe the Word, 
and they were made; He commanded, and they were created. 
This is a Truth undeniably eſtabliſhed by many other 
Paſſages of Scripture, and is perfectly agreeable to the 
Conceptions of our Mind from the Ideas we have of the 
Omnipotence of God and the Impotency of Matter; 
but I rather think Maſes confined himſelf to this Syſtem, 
and that his main Deſign was to give us lome Account 
of our own Origin. He hath indeed afterwards given a 
little Hint, as fhall be obſerved in the Sequel, at ſome 
diſtant Parts of the Univerſe; but this was ſufficient 
here for his Purpoſe: for if Men are once firmly con- 
vinced that God made this World, they will readily aſ- 
ſure themſelves that He muſt have made all the Reſt. 
Let us then take this Word Heaven in the lower Senſes, 
and the Meaning will be this: When God had decreed 
to make this new World in a vacant Region of Space, 
He began to exert his Divine Power by creating in the 
firſt Place a rude Heaven and a-rude Earth; and laying 
up in them a ſufficient Quantity of Materials proper to 
be employed in his ſubſequent Works of Six Days. And 
thus in the Beginning God created the Heaven and the 
Earth. 

And the Earth was without Form ud void: and Darł- 
neſs was upon the Face of the Deep. 
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Moſes now drops for the preſent any further Conſide- 
ration of the Heaven, and proceeds to give us an Ac- 
count of what Transformations the Earth paſſed through; 
as being the Part in which we are moſt principally con- 
cerned. Theſe Words are only a Deſcription of the im- 
perfect Condition it was in at that Time. An unſhapen 
Maſs of Matter, without any uſeful Form; and void of 
all Inhabitants and Furniture. God had covered it with 
the Deep, as with a Garment; and it was ſurrounded 
with a total and thick Darkneſs. Such a Darkneſs as 
this maſt be attended with the ſevereſt Cold : and ſuch 
a Cold would lock up the Waters in a hard Froſt, till 
God by his Power was pleaſed to diſſolve them. 


A Fournal of the fix Days Work. 


And the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the 
Waters. | 

Now the Work of the ſix Days begins; and in order 
to cauſe this diſſolution of the Waters, without which 
they would have been unfit for their intended Purpoſes, 
the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of them. Whe- 
ther we underſtand by the Spirit the Holy Spirit, or the 
Wind of God, it is ſtill to be applied to the Power of 
God ; ſo that we may with great Propriety make uſe of 
the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion, and ſay, He ſent out his Word, 


and melted them; He blowed with his Wind, and the Wa- 


ters flowed. 
And God ſaid, Let there be Light ; and there was 


Light. 


When the Waters were prepared by being melted, 
God created another Power to act upon them by natural 
Means. The Heat brought along with Light would be 
ſufficient to keep them in that State of Fluidity, to 
which his Spirit had reduced them : and beſides this 
Uſe there does not ſeem to be any neceſſary Occaſion 
for. them before the Fourth Day. And this Light and 


Heat might be produced by ſome detached Rays from 


the 
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the great Body of Fire, which was provided to furniſh a 
Sun to be fixed in the Centre; proceeding to his Per- 
fection at the ſame Time, and by the ſame Degrees, as 
the Work of the Planets was going on, that were to roll 
in their Orbits about him. 


And God ſaw the Light, that it was good: and God di- 
vided the Light from the Darkneſs. 

And God called the Light Day, and the Darkneſs He 
called Night : and the Evening and the Morning were the 
Firſt Day. 

God approved of the Light, as it anſwered all the 
Purpoſes for which He intended it: and by the Inter- 
polition of ſome ſolid Bodies He divided it from the 
Darkneſs. The One being the Day; and the Other the 
Night. But ſince the Darkneſs was before the Light, 
the 7eus have always obſerved that Method of reckon- 
ing their Time; in imitation of Moſes, who ſays that 
the Evening and the Morning were the Firſt Day. 

And God ſaid, Let there be a Firmament in the midſt of 
the Waters, and let it divide the Waters from the Wa- 
ters. | 

And God made the Firmament, and divided the Waters 
which were under the Firmament, from the Waters which 
were above the Firmament: and it was ſo. 

And God called the Firmament Heaven: and the Even- 
ing and the Morning were the Second Day. 

God now ſtretched out the Expanſe of our Atmo-- 
ſphere, to be a ſpacious Circuit for the Air, the Clouds, 
and the Meteors to range in; and called it Heaven in a 
lower Senſe; from whence they are denominated the 
Clouds of Heaven, and the Lord 1s ſaid to thunder out 
of Heaven. When this great Receptacle was prepared, 
his Spirit continued to move upon the Face of the Wa- 
ters, or by ſome other Act of his Divine Power put them 
into Agitation, and drew up a ſufficient Quantity of the 
Waters that encloſed this Globe, and lodged them there 
as in a Storehouſe : where they are kept diſtin& from 
thoſe below, and ſuſtained by a wonderful Contrivance, 
till He thinks fit to diſcharge them, either for the Be- 


nefit, 
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nefit, or the Puniſhment of Man. Sometimes refreſh- 
ing the Earth with fatning Drops, and bleſſing the In- 
creaſe of it: and ſometimes making a fruitful Land 
barren for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein, 
either by drying up the Water Springs, and parching 
it with Drought; or on the contrary overwhelming it 
with a Deluge of exceſſive Rains. 

And this was the Work of the Second Day. 

And God ſaid, Let the Waters under the Heaven be ga- 
thered together unto one Place; and let the diy Land ap- 
pear : and it was ſo. 

And Gol called the dry Land Earth; and the Gathering 
together of the Waters called He Seas : and God ſaw that it 
Was gobd. 

We are now got to the Third Day, and have not 
yet done with the Waters. They are ſo conſiderable an 
Appendage to the Earth, and required ſo much to be 
done to them before they could be ſettled in their pro- 
per Channels, that they took up almoſt half the Time 
of the Creation. They were melted (as I ſuppoſe) in 
the Firſt Day : the aerial and terreſtrial were divided in 
the Second ; and now they are to be ſeparated from the 
dry Land, that it may appear. But how ſhall we be 
able to effect this without calling in Omnipotence to our 
Aſſiſtance? For they ſurrounded the Earth, and would 
therefore equally incline towards it's Centre by the 
Force of Gravity that was impreſſed upon them, and 
remain in that Situation for ever, unleſs the Almighty 
Word interpoſed, Let us then only imagine that God 
cauſed ſome violent Convulſions in the Kernel of the 
Earth: ſome irreſiſtible Fermentations in it's Bowels, 
as extraordinary Earthquakes give us a faint Specimen 
of; and by theſe the Mountains and high Places would 
be exalted, and the Vallies and Depths ſunk low; into 
which the Waters would naturally roll with furious 
Haſte, and gather themſelves together in the Seas. In 
this Caſe the Plalmiſt will deſcribe to us the wonderful 
Tumult in high poetical Language. At thy Rebuke 
they fled ; at the Voice of wi Thunder they W 
f atrai 
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afraid. They go up as high as the Hills, and down to 


the Vallies beneath; even unto the Place, which Thou 


haſt appointed for them. Thou haſt ſet them their 
Bounds, which they ſhall not paſs; neither turn again 
to cover the Earth. 

And God ſaid, Let the Earth bring forth Graſs ; the 


Herb yielding Sced, and the Fruit-tree yielding Fruit after 


his Kind, and whoſe Seed is in itſelf, upon the Earth : and 


it was ſo. 


And the Earth brought forth Graſs , and Herb yielding 
Seed after his Kind ; and the Tree yielding Fruit, whoſe 
Seed was in itſelf, after his Kind : and God ſaw that it was 


good. 


And the Evening and the Morning were the Third 
Day. 

The Waters are at laſt finiſhed and ſettled. The Sea 
is ſunk into it's unfathomable Bed ; the Springs riſe up 
to the tops, or the Sides of Mountains ; and the Rivers 
run among the Hills. The dry Land was elevated ; and 
extended a ſpacious Plain above the Height of the Wa- 
ters. But it was a naked and wild Deſert: an uncom- 
fortable dreary .Scene without the leaſt Sprig growing 
upon it. So that before it could be ſtocked with Ani- 
mals, it was abſolutely neceſſary that ſome Proviſion 
ſhould be made for their Food, their Lodging, and other 
Conveniencies. Upon this Occaſion the Almighty was 
pleaſed to exert another Act of his Power; and cauſe 
the Earth ſpontaneouſly to cover itſelf with all forts of 
Herbs, Plants, and Trees : which He furniſhed with 


| Seeds and other Properties, each after his Kind; that 


their Generations might be carried on, as they have hi- - 
therto been, by natural Means to the End of the 
World. When God had eſtabliſhed them in this Order, 
which He declared to be good, then ended the Buſineſs 
of the Third Day. | 

And God ſaid, Let there le Lights in the Firmament of 
the Heaven, to divide the Day from the Night : and let 
them be for . and Fe Seaſons, and for 3 and 
Tears. 


And 
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And let them be for Lights in the Firmament of the Hea- 
ven, to give Light upon the Earth: and it was ſo. | 

And God made two great Lights; the greater Light to 
rule the Day, and the leſſer Light to rule the Night: He 
made the Stars alſo. : 

And God ſet them in the Firmament of the Heaven, 16 
give Light upon the Earth. 

And to rule over the Day, and over the Night ; and to 
divide the Light from the Darkneſs : and God ſaw that it 
Was good. 

And the Evening and the Morning were the Fourth 
Day. 

The terraqueous Globe, being ſeparated into 1t's two 
Parts of dry Land and Water, and ſtored with all forts 
of Vegetables, was now fit to receive the Influences of 
the Sun and Moon; and theſe, having been prepared 
by a gradual Proceſs, were qualified to emit them. The 
great Body of Fire was collected into the Sun, and 
heightened to the utmoſt Splendor. From his Taber- 
nacle he came forth, as a Bridegroom out of his Cham- 
ber, and rejoiced as a Giant to run his Courſe, and there 
was Nothing hid from his Heat; for he ſent forth his 
piercing Rays to warm, enlighten, and invigorate all 
the Planets of his Syſtem. The Moon was faſhioned, as 
far as we can judge, like our Earth, and ſorted into 
Rivers, Seas, Vallies and Mountains: that from her ſo- 
lid Parts ſhe might reflect the Solar Rays to cheer and 
direct us at Night in his abſence. Though ſhe ſhines 
with a borrowed Luſtre ; yet it is fo pleaſing, ſoft, and 
agreeable, and her Face appears ſo large, that Moſes 
might well fay, God made two great Lights. By the 
*Motion of the Earth, and theſe Bodies with regard to 
each other, we reckon our Times and our Seaſons : 


and by them diſtinguiſh our Days, our Months, and 


our Years in a manner that every Body 1s acquainted 
with. 

He made the Stars alſo. | 

The Original and the antient Verſions ſay only, and 
the Stars: but our Exgliſb Tranſlators, thinking there 
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was an Ellipſis, fill it up by adding, He made the Stars 
alſo. Moſes, as I promiſed to obſerve, hath in this Paſ- 
ſage hinted at ſome diſtant Glories of the Univerſe: and 
in my Opinion put it into a Parentheſis. He could not 
mean that all thoſe numberleſs glittering Spangles the 
Stars were created at this Time; becauſe he is onl 
ſpeaking of Two Lights. But when he had ſaid that 
the leſſer was to rule the Night, he immediately ſub- 
joins, the Stars alſo: and the Pſalmiſt hath borrowed 
from him the ſame Expreſſions, when he tells us that 
God had made great Lights: the Sun to rule the Day; 
and the Moon and the Stars to govern the Night. This 
then I take to be thrown in by the by as an Intimation, 
that all thoſe diftant Luminaries, which are as it were 
Aſſiſtants to the Moon, and beautify and enlighten the 
Heavens in a clear Night, were originally made by God, 
though not directly for us. 

But I think Maſes had a further Deſign, and that was 
to guard againſt a prevailing Species ot Idolatry in wor- 
ſhipping the Hoſt of Heaven: and probably this is the 
Reaton why he inliſts ſo much upon this Subject. He 
dwells upon it, and, as you may obſerve, repeats it over 
and over, to make the deeper Impreſſion upon their 
Minds, and ſtrongly to rivet this Truth in their Hearts; 
that all the diſtant Stars, and even the T'wo great Lu- 
minaries of this World, the moſt enticing Objects of 
Idolatry, were ſo far from being Gods, able to hear their 
Prayers, or relieve their Wants, that they were but 
Creatures themſelves, inanimate and ſenſeleſs, created 
for our Uſe, and placed in the Heavens to enlighten and 
warm us: and among other Purpoſes, to diſtinguiſh the 
Seaſons, the Days, the Months, and the Years. 

By this Eftabliſhment, which God declared to be 
good, He finiſhed the Work of the Fourth Day. 

And God ſaid, Let the Maters bring forth abundantly: 
the moving Creature that hath Life; and Foul that may 


fly above the Earth in the open Firmament of Heaven. 
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And God created great Whales, and every living Crea- 
ture that moveth, which the Waters brought forth abun- 
dantly after their Kind; ; and every winged Fowl after his 
Kind : and God ſaw that it was good, 

And God bleſſed them, ſaying, Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the Waters in the Seas : and let Fowl * in 
the Karth. 

And the Evening and the Morning were - the Fifth 
Day.  - 
The Earth being now become an habitable Spot ; 
adorned with Verdure, watered with Rivers, and en- 
lightened by the Sun in the Day, and by the Moon and 
the Stars at Night ; God was pleaſed to introduce ſome 
Animals upon the Stage. But becauſe the dry Land 
was not perhaps yet hardened and {tiff enough to bear 
the Treadings of the Terreſtrial ; He began with the 
Aquatick and the Aerial : the F ines that live altoge- 
ther in the Water; and the Fowls, ſome of which ſwim 
and feed upon it, and the others fly above the Earth in 
the open Firmament of Heaven, and reſt upon the 
Branches: and theſe latter may be ſaid to live in a kind 
of watery Element, becauſe the Air is continually re- 
pleniſhed with Dews and Vapors. 

Though God faid, Let the Waters bring forth theſe 
Creatures abundantly, yet we are told immediately that 
He created them. And indeed Nothing leſs than his 
omnipotent Word could have produced them out of fo 
unlikely a Bed; and formed fuch monſtrous Bodies, as 


| ſome of them have, from Water and the earthy Particles 


contained in it. After this He left them to themſelves, 
with his Bleſſing to be fruitful and multiply; and gave 
them an Order and Power to propagate their ſeveral 
Species to the End of Time. 
This . Buſineſs, which appeared likewiſe to be good, 
ended the Fifth Day. | 
And God ſaid, Let the Earth bring forth the living Crea- 


ture after his Kind; Cattle, and creeping Thing, and Beaſ 


of the Earth after his Kind: and it was /o, 
And 
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And God made the Beaſt of the Earth after his Kind; 
and Cattle after their Kind; and every Thing that creepeth 
ave the Earth after his Mind: and God ſaw that it was 
good. 

After the Air and the Waters were filled with Inha- 
bitants, God was pleaſed to order a Stock of Cattle and 
other Animals upon the Land. But as the Fleſh, the 
Sinews, and the Bones of theſe are for the general Part 


of a ſtronger and tougher Conſiſtence, than thoſe of the 


Water Kind, He thought fit to form them of the Earth. 
And here again it muſt be obſerved, that though God 
ſaid, Let the Earth bring forth the living Creatures, yet 
He made them; and undoubtedly gave them the Bleſſ- 
ing of Increaſe, ſince they have hitherto continued their 
Species by the natural Means of Generation: but to 
avoid an unneceſſary Repetition, it was not mentioned 
again in this Place. 

And God ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image, after our 
Likeneſs : and let them have Dominion over the Fiſh of the 
Sea, and over the Fowl of the Air, and over the Caitle, and 
over all the Earth, and over every creeping Thing, that 
creepeth upon the Earth. 

So God created Man in his own Image; in the Image of 
God created He him: Male and Female created He them. 

And God bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them, Be fruit- 
ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it: 
and have Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
Fowl of the Air, and over every living Thing, that moveth 
upon the Earth. 

We are now got almoſt to the End of the Six Days 
Work: and after ſo many folemn Preparations we may 
reaſonably expect it will conclude with ſome Maſter- 
piece. Here is a moſt magnificent Palace erected : em- 
belliſhed with great Variety of the richeſt Furniture 
and ſtored with all ſorts of Accomodations for Neceſſity, 
Convenience, Beauty, and Pleaſure. But there is not 
as yet a Creature upon Earth, that hath a Capacity to 
reliſh and enjoy theſe manifold Bleſſings. Their down- 
caſt Looks fix their Thoughts ſolely upon the Ground : 
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and their whole Concern is to preſerve Life, and tranſ- 
mit it to Succeſſion in their ſeveral Species by Genera- 
tion. God therefore ſaid, Let us make Man in our 
Image, after our Likeneſs : and let them have Domi- 
nion over every living Thing, that moveth upon the 
Earth. 

We cannot help. obſerving here an extraordinary 
Change of the Language. It is not ſaid, Let the Wa- 
ters, or let the Earth bring forth; but let us make 
Man in our Image, after our Likeneſs : as if it was the 
Reſult of ſome Celeſtial Council, and the deliberate De- 
termination of more Perſons than one. Whether there 
is any myſtical Meaning in the plural Number of the 
Noun, and the Singular of the Verb in the Original, as 
many learned Men have thought, is not my preſent Bu- 
ſineſs to examine. It is ſufficient for my Purpoſe to ob- 
ſerve, that God created Man in his own Image, in the 
Image of God created He him : Male and Female 
created He them. 

If we were to look no further into the Scripture, we 
might be at a Loſs to find out with what Materials the 
Body of Adam was compounded : but the next Chapter 
informs us, that the Lord God (in the Original the 
Words are remarkable, Jznovan, ELonim) formed 
Man of the Duſt of the Ground ; perhaps of ſome 
finer Particles of Matter, than thoſe of which Brutes 
were conſtituted. . And beſides this, He breathed into 
his Noſtrils the Breath of Life; and Man became a 
living Soul. Theſe Expreſſions ſurely mean ſomething 
more than mere Life, Breath, and Motion: for theſe 
are Privileges, which all other Animals enjoy in com- 
mon with us, 

As the Image and Likeneſs of God cannot poſſibly 
conſiſt in the Body, we muſt look for it in the Soul. A 
living Soul with the Grant of Immortality : A Soul en- 
dued with Reaſon, Memory, Underſtanding, and all 
other Faculties, which capacitate us for Thought, Re- 
flection, and Choice. Our erect Poſture gives us indeed 
the Advantage of viewing and admiring the Beauties or 
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the Firmament, the Sun, Moon, and Stars : but with 
our mental Eyes we can reach infinitely beyond them ; 
with theſe we can pierce even to the Throne of God, 
and contemplate in faint Ideas the unſpeakable Glories 
of his eternal Manſions. By theſe intellectual Powers, 
and not by our corporal Strength, we are qualified to be 
Lords and Governors of this lower World : to manage 
all the Affairs of it, and to have Dominion over all Crea- 
tures either in Land or Sea. But ſince we are only his 
Deputies and Vicegerents, we ſhould be careful taith- 
fully to execute the 'Truſt committed to our Charge: 
and make uſe of our Authority with Moderation and 
Tendernels to thoſe that are under our Command; and 
with a thankful Return of due Homage and Service to 
the great Lord Paramount, who is Creator, Preſerver, 
and Proprietor of all Things. 

This Dominion was entailed upon Adam and his 
Poſterity : and in order to carry it on in Succeſſion, God 
made him an Help meet for him by an extraordinary 
Act, and in a Way very different from the other Parts of 
the Creation. The Waters brought forth the Fiſh, and 
the Fowl; the Land Animals ſprung from the Earth; 
and Adam was formed of the Duſt of the Ground: but 
Eve was Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, mould- 
ed out of one of his Ribs; to ſhew the cloſe Connexion 
between the Man and his Wife, that they ſhould cleave 
to each other, and be one Fleſh, united in Intereſt, in 
Affection, and in the Propagation and Care of their joint 
Offipring. By his Bleſſing they were fruitful, and mul- 
tiplied, and repleniſhed the Earth: and we have ſuffi- 
cient Teſtimonies before our Eyes, that all the afore- 
mentioned Bleſſings of Increaſe have had their intended 
Effects. | 

After this there was Licenſe and Direction given to 
Man and the other living Creatures for Food : but as 
this is a Subject not within my preſent Conſideration, I 
ſhall haſten to the laſt Verſe of the Chapter. 


And 
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Aud God ſaw every Thing, that He had made; and be- 
hold, it was very good. And the Evening and the Morn- 
ing were the Sixth Day. 

When the great Creator had finiſhed this World upon 
the ſixth Day, He is repreſented, as a careful Architect, 
taking a Survey of all his Works: and upon the niceſt 
Scrutiny He declares them to be very good. The Whole 
and the Parts exactly correſponded to each other ; and 
punctually anſwered all the Purpoſes, which He had de- 
ſigned in his Plan. Every Thing was perfect in its 
Kind, Situation, and Rank; and hath continued in the 
ſame Order ever ſince for near ſix thouſand Years: ex- 
cept the great Reaſoner Man : the Lord and Maſter of 
the Earth and all Things contained therein. The hea- 
venly Bodies, the Vegetables, and the irrational Ani- 
mals have regularly gone on to diſcharge the Functions 
of their ſeveral Offices. He gave them a Law which 
hath never been broken : and even the Winds and the 
Storms fulfil his Word. But Man, ungrateful Man, 
ſoon loſt his Innocence, and rebelled againſt his Maker: 
and ſome of his ungracious Sons preſumptuouſly dare to 
charge the Fault upon God Himſelf, Why, ſay they, 
did He not make us more perfect? Why did He not 
make us Angels ? One may put the ſame Queſtion into 
the Mouth of the Horſe ; Why did He not make me a 
Man? or of the Aſs; Why did He not make me a 


Horſe? Thus there would be no End of theſe abſurd 


Cavils, becauſe the ſame Objection might be made in 
behalf of every Animal: bur it is unreaſonable for the 
Thing formed, to ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt. 
thou made me thus? Beſides, if He had made us An- 
gels, we might have fallen, as ſome of the Angels did. 
Liberty of Will, which is the utmoſt Prerogatiye a ra- 
tional Creature can expect, neceſſarily ſuppoſes that a 
free Agent may take either the right or the wrong. God 
hath ſer before us Life and Death, and Good and Evil, 
and directed us graciouſly'in the Choice; but left us 
at Liberty to chuſe for ourſelves: ſo that it is entirely 
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our own Fault if we refuſe the better, and prefer the 
worſe. | 

Let us therefore, inſtead of theſe vain Complaints, 
be thankful to God for the numberleſs Mercies and Fa- 
vours we may enjoy, if we know how to make a right 
Uſe of them. He hath freely given us all the good 
Things of this World for our innocent Recreation and 
— : and promiſed us much better in another, if 
we will love Him and keep his Commandments. We 


cannot indeed recover the State of Innocence, but we 


may hold faſt our Integrity; and by a ſincere Per- 
formance of our Duty to God, our Neighbour, and Our- 
ſelves, may ſecure Remiſſion and Reconciliation with 
Him, through the Merits and Mediation of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; the Seed of the Woman, which 
was promiſed to bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 

Since then our Power here 1s limited, and can be but 
of ſhort Continuance ; and ſince in our very beſt Eſtate 
we are no more than Strangers and Pilgrims in the 
Earth; God grant that we may ſo paſs all the Time of 
our ſojourning here in Fear, that when this Earth and 
the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up, we may, 
by our Faith, Repentance, and good Works, have qua- 
lifed ourſelves to be admitted Inhabitants of new Hea- 
vens and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 
Amen. 


' I ſhall now take my Leave of the Publick : and per- 
haps it may be ſome Inducement to engage the Candor 
of my Readers, to let them know that it 1s not likely I 
ſhall trouble them any more: for I have almoſt finiſh- 
ed my Courſe ; and I hope I have kept the Faith. But 
whatever Reception theſe little Tracts may meet with in 
the World, I ſhall be amply rewazded for my Pains, if 
the Words of my Mouth, and the Meditations of my 
Heart, are acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord my Strength . 
and my Redeemer. 
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